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MSSELI Partners -- Organization Descriptions

The San Diego Foundation:

Founded in 1975, the San Diego Foundation is San Diego’s largest nonprofit foundation and leading philanthropic organization.  A broad-purpose community foundation, its mission is to improve the quality of life in San Diego by promoting and increasing responsible and effective charitable giving. The Foundation today manages over $420 million in nearly 1,000 different funds, of which $210 million are in permanent endowment funds that will benefit the San Diego area in perpetuity.  Visit The Foundation on www.sdfoundation.org or call 619-235-2300. 

· Ruth Patterson, Director – Analysis & Research, Science & Technology and Health & Human Services. 619-235-2300, Ruthp@sdfoundation.org
· Sara Wilensky, Vice President – Marketing Communications, The San Diego Foundation,  619-814-1338, Sara@sdfoundation.org
· Laura Simanton, Director – Marketing Communications, The San Diego Foundation, 619-814-1362, Laura@sdfoundation.org
· Denise Lew, Ph.D., chair – The San Diego Foundation’s Science & Technology Working Group

Pfizer Inc:

Pfizer La Jolla is one of four major Pfizer research and development campuses around the world, as well as the company's center of excellence for structure-based drug design and combinatorial chemistry. Pfizer La Jolla researchers are working to discover and develop treatments for cancer, viral diseases, metabolic diseases, like obesity and diabetes, and diseases of the eye, like macular degeneration and glaucoma.  Pfizer Inc discovers, develops, manufactures and markets leading prescription medicines for humans and animals and many of the world's best-known consumer brands. It is the world's largest pharmaceutical company with the world's largest privately funded biomedical research organization.  The company markets eight of the world's 30 best-selling prescription medicines, more than any other company. Pfizer invests more than any other pharmaceutical company on research and development (R&D). www.pfizer.com
· Catherine J. Mackey, Ph.D., Senior Vice President of Pfizer Global Research and Development (PGRD). She is the leader of Pfizer La Jolla, one of PGRD's four major R&D centers. Pfizer La Jolla employs over 1200 colleagues focused on the discovery and development of new medicines.. Dr. Mackey received her BS and PhD degrees from Cornell University and she has over 20 years of experience in pharmaceutical and agricultural biotechnology. She serves on several Boards in San Diego including BIOCOM, the Economic Development Corporation and Athena.

· Allen Carrier, Senior Director of Public Affairs, Community Affairs and Communications in Pfizer La Jolla.  858-622-7353. 
· Betsy Raymond, Assistant Director Pfizer Inc Media Relations, media contact: (860) 732-2662. Betsy_M_Raymond@groton.pfizer.com
San Diego City Schools

Serving more than 140,000 students, San Diego City Schools is the second largest school district in California, with more than 200 educational facilities and more than 17,000 employees. SDCS is improving student achievement through a focus on basic education skills in reading, writing and mathematics.  The district is committed to supporting schools and enhancing the classroom learning environment through modernized facilities and resources and through parent, teach and community involvement in the education process.

· Kim Bess, Director of Science & Educational Technology, San Diego City Schools, 619-725-7315, kbess@mail.sandi.net.

· Mary Hopper, Chief Academic Officer – San Diego City Schools

· Media contact:  Steven Baratte, 619-725-5578, 619-725-5576 (fax) , sbaratte@mail.sandi.net
· Vince Riveroll, Principal – Keiller Middle School, San Diego City Schools.

· Katherine Nakamura, Vice President, San Diego City Schools’ Board of Education

San Diego County Office of Education

The San Diego County Office of Education provides a wide range of services to the 42 school districts in San Diego County. Curriculum, budget, and personnel services are among the broad areas assistance provided by the organization. By fulfilling such functions at a single location, the County Office of Education is able to produce economies of scale that save local school districts millions of dollars annually.
· Nancy Taylor, K-12 Science Coordinator 858-292-3854, ntaylor@sdcoe.k12.ca.us
· Tony Spears, Sr. Director of Curriculum Instruction & Assessment, 858-571-7202, tlspears@sdcoe.net
· Media contact: Jim Esterbrooks, San Diego County Office of Education, 858-292-3719, jimester@sdcoe.net
San Diego Science Alliance:

The San Diego Science Alliance is a non-profit consortium of leaders from business, K-12 education, higher education and scientific institutions in San Diego County, and is committed to enhancing science literacy in K-12 education. The Science Alliance fulfills its mission by networking among organizations in the consortium, connecting needed resources with K-12 educators, initiating, conducting, and supporting K-12 science education programs for San Diego County students and teachers.  

· Patricia Winter, Executive Director – San Diego Science Alliance, 858-454-7622, Pat.winter@gat.com
Annie B. Keiller Middle School (Science demonstration at check presentation event)
The Annie B. Keiller Middle School shares the goal and ideals as the educational pioneer for whom it was named: dedication to teaching and a commitment to achieving academic excellence. Located in the Skyline district of San Diego, Keiller provides each student with a strong core curriculum. The small student population (600 students) works together to create a close supportive educational community. Students are encouraged to assume increasing levels of academic and social responsibility, while the nurturing atmosphere helps to ease the transition from elementary to secondary school. 

Keiller offers a sequence of courses in sixth through eighth grade that enables students to concentrate on reading development and science while preparing them for continuing education in high school and college.
· Vincent Riveroll, Principal  619-263-9266, kelrsec@mail.sandi.net
· Breeana Blake-Wilburn, 8th grader at Keiller Middle School

· Phillip Parker, 8th grader at Keiller Middle School

· Dejanay Anderson, 7th grader at Keiller Middle School.
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Photo IDs & Captions:

Three Students (L to R)

Dejanay Anderson, Phillip Parker and Breeana Blake-Wilburn were on hand to present a science experiment demonstration at the grant award ceremony where Pfizer gave a $150,000 grant to launch the new San Diego Middle School Science Education Leadership Initiative. 

Two Students with giant test tube: (L to R)

Breeana Blake-Wilburn and Phillip Parker, both 8th graders at Keiller Middle School, conduct a science demonstration at the grant award ceremony, using different chemicals to cause materials in a giant test tube change colors and bubble.

Group Photo: (L to R)

Participants in the grant award ceremony where Pfizer gave a $150,000 grant to launch the new San Diego Middle School Science Education Leadership Initiative. 

Catherine Mackey, Ph.D., -- Pfizer; Kim Bess -- San Diego City Schools; Katherine Nakamura -- San Diego City Schools Board of Directors; Ruth Patterson -- The San Diego Foundation;  Phillip Parker -- Keiller Middle School; Breeana Blake-Wilburn -- Keiller Middle School; Tony Spears -- San Diego County Office of Education;  Dejanay Anderson -- Keiller Middle School; and Denise Lew, Ph.D., of The San Diego Foundation’s Board of Directors.
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